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T is my Mis fortune not to know to 
whom I am addreſſing my ſelf, other- 
wiſe I ſhould not be wanting in making 


Nes 
a proper Return to the flattering Pre- 


| W amble with which you are pleated to 
open your Hiſtorical Reflauious. 

You miſtake me very much, if you ſuppoſe it was 
ever my Intention to criticiſe in the whole, either the 
Earl of Clarendons, or the Biſhop of Salisburys Hi- 
ſtories: You yourſelf are pleaſed to allow there are 
ſome Things in the Biſhop's Hiſtory liable to Excep- 
tion; I aſſure you, Sir, I mean no * and ſo far 
we agree. 

Vour firſt Exception is to my having called it the 
Hiſtory of the Scandal of his own Times, which yon 
ſay 150 a farther Explanation: Since you deſire it, 
Sir, I will give it. 


Penſioners, and pack'd Parliaments, and ſuch 


cher political Enormities as you are pleaſed to reckon 
A 2 up, 


1 
[| 


T3 


up, were no part of my Karin, if you have any. 
new Obſervations. to add to the Biſhop's, upon that 
Head of Publick Grievances, provided the Facts are 
true, there will be no Scandal. But methinks, in 

your Liſt of wicked Miniſters, my Lord Danby 

might have been left out, for his Merit in the Re- 
volution, and having laid the Foundation of it. It 
muſt be a very unforgiving Temper that will allow of 
no Atonement for paſt Offences. 

The Reflexion you complain of was not meant 
at Political, but Perſonal Scandal, which, of all 
others, 1 tale to be the moſt ne as moſt 
contrary to Chriſtian Charity, and therefore leaſt 
becoming a Biſhop. Since yeu call upon me, I 
ſhall give you ſome few Inſtances which, in ſpite 
of Partiality, you muſt allow to be Wr nb 

For Example: 

Were the private ſuppoſed Adventures of the 
Dutcheſs of Orleans, no way relative to Tranſactions 
of State, and Fictions only of Novels and Court 
Lampoons, fit to be repeated with an Air of Hiſto- 
rical Truths? Her Interview with her Brother at 
Dover, was indeed Matter of State, and not to be \ 
omitted: But her pretended' Amours with Deſvards, 
the Count de Guiche, and Treville, all into the Bar- 
gain meer French Scandal, long ſince buried in Ob- 
livion; ſure, Sir, you muſt allow the Revival of ſuch 
Reflexions upon the private Character of any Lady, 
much more a great ne the Daughter of a King, 

and 
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and the Wife of a King's Brother, to have been, 5 
without-Exaggeration, uncharitable. Bs 
„ 1 generous Man will rather endeavour, where there 3 
is room for it, to wipe off a Scandal, than to fix it; 
and in this Caſe there was fufficient Room, the Me- 
mory of that beautiful Princeſs being ſo far from ly- | 
ing under any Reproach in that Country, that her 1 | 
Death is at this very Day lamented with Tears. What | 
| 


could provoke the. Biſhop ? unleſs it was that her 
Name was Stuart, and every one of that Race was i 
to be branded. 
Why is Mr. Dryden ſtigmatized as a Monſter of 
Immodeſty and Impurity of all ſorts > Was that his 
Character? No, Sir; all who knew him can contra- | 
dict it. He was ſo much a Stranger to Immodeſty, | | 
that Modeſty in too great a degree was his Failing : 
He hurt his Fortune by it, he was ſenſible: of it, he 
complained of it, and never could overcome it: And 
then again -—- A Monſter of Impurity of all forts. — 
Good God! what an Idea muſt that give? Impurity vl 
of all forts! Is there any Wickedneſs under the Sun 
but what is compris'd in thoſe few Words? But as it 
\ | happens, he was the Reverſe of all this, a Man of 
regular Life and ſober Converſation, as all his. Ac- 
quaintance can vouch. Believe me, Sir, this was too 
much: You cannot but grieve with me that ſuch raſh 
| Expreſſions ſhould eſcape from a Biſhop's Pen, how 
much ſoever he was your Friend; as a Friend, you 
ſhould indeed grieve for it the more. If bearing falſe 
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161 
| Witch againſt one's Neighbour is a Breach of Com- 
mandment ; can there be a; more flagrant one than 
this? Mr. Dryden was by Birth a Gentleman of a 
. worthy Family in the County of Huntington, often 
ſerving as Repreſentatives for that County; greatly 
allied by his Marriage with a Daughter of the Farl 
of Berkſhire: He was eſteemed, courted, and admired 
by all the great Men of the Age in which he liv'd, 
who would certainly not have received into Friendſhip 
a Monſter, abandon' d to all ſorts of Vice and Impiety. 
His Writings will do immortal Honour to his Name 
and Country, and his Poems laſt as long, if I may 
have Leave to ſay it as the Biſhop's Sermons, ſup- 
poſing them equally excellent in their Kinc 
The next Inſtance 1 am furniſh'd with, is not only 
falſe i in Character and Fact, but, pardon me, aa 1 
had like to have ſaid brutal. | 
Speaking contemptibly of the Duke of Albemarle, 
and the Earl of Bathe —.— He thus aw him 
ſelf. 
He took care to raiſe his Kinſman Greawih 
4% Man who thought of nothing but getting 5 
* ſpending Money.” Would one not naturally think 
this ſame Ereenvill, as he calls him, was ſome pitiful 
Scoundrel, raiſed from the Dirt, upon no other Merit 
but being the General's Couſin? A Man, or a 
Wretch, tis the ſame thing, who thought of nothing 
but getting and ſpending Money. Now this happens 
likewiſe to be directly the Reverſe both in Character 
| 8 and 
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and Fact: But it was à random Stroke; ſome Lak he 


deſerv'd for the Hand he had in the Reſtoration, ſome- 

thing was to be ſaid, hit or miſs, true or falſe, it was 

to 5 its Chance, and Poſterity was to believe it 
er his Word. Dr. Burnet ſays it. 

The noble Perſon thus familiarly and ſcornfally 
treated, ſtood in no need of the Royal Favour upon 
any Bottom but his own : At the Age of Sixteen he 
attended the King at the Battle of Neubury, and was 
left among the Slain; recovering of his Wounds, the 
Prince, who had taken him in Affection, being much 
about the ſame Ape, earneſtly defired to have him 
near his Perſon, in the Quality of Gentleman of his 


Bedchamber, to which the King conſented. There 


was a remarkable Letter upon this Subject found a- 
mongſt the Queen's Papers, ungenerouſſy printed by 
Order of Parliament to expoſe her Majeſty's Tuflvence, 
wherein it appears ſhe was offended at this Promotion, 
as done without her Participation: The King excuſes 
himſelf upon the promiling Merit of the young Gen- 
tleman, the fignal Services of his Father, the Intereſt 
of his Family, and the earneſt Requeſt of his Son. 


This Letter is ſtill extant in the Eixwy Baowury. Ia 


this favourite Poſt he attended the Perſon of the Prince, 
afterwards King, in his Exile, till upon the Revolt 
of the Iſland of Scilly, he was ſent to take Poſſeſſion 
of that Place, and to defend it. A powerful Fleet 
was ſoon appointed by the Parliament, with a ſuffi- 


cient Land Force, to retake it, under the Command. 


of 
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of two Admirals, Blate and AHiſcougb. In the Interim 
of the Siege, a private Deputation was ſent to him 
from the Srates-General, offering Relief, and no leſs. 

than a Sum of One Hundred Thouſand Pounds, if 
he would put the Iſland into their Hands, it being 
hardly otherwiſe defenſible much longer. This Per- 
ſon, whoſe Thoughts, according to the Biſhop, were 
bent upon nothing but getting Money, rejected the 
Offer, but gained Time to acquaint his Maſter with 
it, and to receive his Commands. His Majeſty, not- 
withſtanding his great Neceſſities, rejected it too, and 
choſe rather to direct a Surrender to the Parliament, 
than to diſmember any Part of his Dominions, indi- 
gent as he was, and hopeleſs at that Time to recover 
the Poſſeſſion to himſelf; ſuch Tenderneſs had that 
Prince, whom it is become a Faſhion to load fo heavi- 
ly, for his Country, even when he was under the 
oreateſt Diſtreſs. The Place was accordingly: ſurren- 
der'd when no longer tenable, upon ſuch honourable 
Terms, that the Parliament refuſed to ratify the 
Conditions; but Blake, who was a Man of Honour, 
inſiſting to make good what he had ſigned, or threat- 
ning to throw up his Commiſſion, the Parliament ac- 
quieſced. By theſe Articles it was provided, That 
Himſelf, and all others, of whoſe Names he gave a 
Liſt, ſhould be at liberty to return home, and reſtor d 
to their Eſtates. Under this Condition he reſided in 
England, and was imploy'd by Commiſſion from the 
King to manage the Royal Intereſt at home, in 
| which 
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which were joined with him the following Perſons, all 
eminent Names, and tho' not Members of the Coun- 


cil of State, no leſs zealous for the Liberty of - mr 
C 4: 16 m0 


The Earl of Oxford. 

' The Earl of Northampton. 
The Lord Mordaunt. 
The Lord Bellaſis. 
Colonel John Ruſſel, Brother to the Earl of Bedford. 
Hr William Compton, General of the Oranance. 
Hr Orlando Bridgman, Lord-Keeper. 
Hr Jeoffry Palmer, the King's Attorney-General. 
Colonel William Leg, of his Majeſty's Bed-Chamber. 
Colonel Edward Villiers of the Bed-chamber to the Duke. 
Mr. Andrew Newport, Brat hen 20-+he Lord Newport. 


Sir Henry Slingsby, \ 
Dr. Hewet, © Both afterwards beheaded. 


And, by Misfortune, Sir Richard Willis was added 
to the Number, who was ſaid to | betray all their 
Counſels to Cromwell, upon condition, tho? their Se- 
crets were reveal d, their Perſons ſhould be undiſturb'd, 
This Council gave themſelves the Name of the 
Sealed Knot. | 

Cromwell thus put upon his Guard by a falſe Revehen 
all future Deſi 1gns and Inſurrections were diſappointed 
during his Life, and no other Hope or Chance left 
after his Death, but to try General Mont, then com- 

= manding | 


20 
in Frohn. To this Sir John Granville 
_ *apply'd himſelf, and fueeeeded, as is very well known: 


11 


_ minding” 


A Reſtoration was the Conſequence. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee this noble Perſon, as diſdain- 
fully as he is mentioned by the Biſhop, had Merit 
enough to ſtand upon his own Legs, without being 
beholden to any body. The Warrant for his Earl- 
dom was ſigned at Bruſſels, before the Reſtoration, 
when General Mont was yet a Stranger to the King's 
Perſon ; and the Office of Groom of the Stole, upon 
the Deceaſe of the Duke of Somerſet, was a natural 
Riſe, as eldeſt Lord of the Bedchamber, which Poſt 
he had enjoy'd above Twelve Years before. 

Pray, Sir, what can you think of this? Was it not 


miffepreſenting, egregiouſly miſrepreſenting? I am 
inclin'd to uſe the ſoſteſt Terms, and leave it to Your 


ſelf to find a Name for it. 

Mr. Secretary Morrice comes next, Ascher Kinſ- 
man of the General's, mentioned in the like con- 
temptuous manner: And here again the Biſhop is 
miſtaken, both in Fact and Character: But it was fit 
he ſhould have ſome Stroke too, having been the Per- 
ſon who made way for Sir John Grammille to come at 
the General. 

Mr. Morrice's Promotion was not the Act of the 
General: Sir John Granville, upon his Return to the 
King after his firſt Conference with the General, pro- 
pos d it to his Majeſty, as a Reward not only due to 
him, but as a Surpriſe which would be highly accept- 

able 
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able to the General. This it was a Favour reſolv d 


upon in the King's Breaſt, before the actual Reftora- 


tion, unknown to the General. Sir Thomas Clerges 
was the Perſon who expected it, and very hardly di- 
geſted the Diſappointment. 

Thus, Sir, you ſee here is wand Fact miltepte- 
ſented, beſides that Mr. Secretary Morrice, who was. 
a Man noted for the ſtricteſt Probity, as well as Ca- 
pacity and Experience, deſerred a more e 
Mention in point of Perſonal Character. 5 

And here I cannot forbear obſerving a little upon 
the Word Raiſed — He raiſed his Kinſman — Such a 
Miniſter raiſed ſuch a Man — As if a Man of Merit, 
Family, and Fortune, was raiſed by accepting an 
Employment: Quite the contrary: He raiſes the Em- 
ployment by the Credit he adds to it: It is a Word 
| applicable only to ſuch as are taken from the Dirt.” 

Theſe few Inſtances, Sir, are ſufficient to explain to you 
chat i it was Perſonal and not Political Scatidal I meant. 

I am ſorry to fay it, but the Biſhop ſeems to take 
too much Delight in ſpeaking ill of his Neighbour. 

Good God! how does he treat my Lord Angleſea'l 
that very Lord Angleſea, who ſtands third upon your 
own Liſt of Patriots, of whom it is no Flattery to 
fay, there were not greater Men in the Roman Senate, 
when Rome was at the Height of her Liberty and 
Glory. © He ſtuck at nothing — was aſham'd of no- 
e thing - neither loved nor truſted by any Man or 
= any Side --- Had no > Regard! to common Decencies — 
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" e ching Sold himſelf fa oft n, that his 
+ Price fell ſo low he grew. uſeleſs, Sc. ND Zan wes 
ls this the Language of a Prelate? Is it Chriſtian | 5 
Language? Where is that Spirit. of. Candour and... 
Meekneſs, of Moderation and Charixy, that ſhould diſtin- * 
-ouiſh a Father af the Church? Might not the Biſbop' 83 
own Words be turned ypon. him: ;; That in giving AE 
racterꝭ, he ſticks at, nothing, is aſham d of nothing, 
and ſeems to have no Regard to common Decencies, In 
a vord, in expoſing the Characters of others, might 
it not be ſaid, he much more expoſes his gyn? 
Mon wiſh yery.kindly,.Sir,.that I had ſoftened ſome: . 
Expreſſions in two. or chręe Places, and I wiſh there. had 
been no Occaſion given for worſe: It capnot but, appear 
td von now that. had more than ſufficient Proxocation.. 
to makemuch warmer. Returns on behalf of Perſons, ſome . 
of them ſo nearly related to me, ſo roughly, unjuſtly, 
and, I may ſay, unmannerly treated. If they had deſerved. 
ſuch Characters, I ſhould have been ſilent; to vindicate 
a Friend apparently in the wrong, is as much againſt 
the Rules of Truth and Juſtice, as to vilify an Enemy 
apparently in the right. At the ſame time, Sir, that yo 
give this kind ſoftning Advice, how do you fly out and 
take Fire yourſelf at the Freedom of one raſh Word from 
a fair Lady. A French Dutcheßß, French Papiſt, French 
too groſs to be named, but ſo, plain to be underſtood: 
you might as well have ſet. it down at full Length. 
If von had allowed your ſelf Time to cool, you. 
vould have confider'd Gs N Lady was as ranch 


an 
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an Exgliſh Dutcheſs as a French, that ſhe has a nu- 
merous and powerful Alliance in this Country, who in 
all Probability might highly reſent the Freedom of 
ſuch Language. French Dutcheſs, French Papiſt, 
French with a Daſh — is a ſort of Mob-Language, 
which, however it might ſerve once upon a Time, has 
- now loſt its Force, and been long out of uſe. Be- 
ſides, you might have obſerved that her Grace did 


not ſay Dr. Burnet was a Lyar, a harſh Word I.con- | 


fels, but only reputed ſo; and according to your own 
way of Reckoning, on behalf of the Biſhop, it is 
the Inventor who is anſwerable, and not the Reporter 
of the Hear-ſay: Thus the King, affd the Duke, 
and the whole Court are to be charged with it, and 
not the Dutcheſs, who only repeated what ſhe had 
heard from others, as the Biſhop himſelf does thro? 


the whole Courſe of his Hiſtory, after thoſe great 


Examples of Thuanus and other eminent Authors, fo 


learnedly quoted by you: From whence it is plainly 
made out, that the Faſſiſima & Indigna which may 


mix in a Hiſtory, are not to be charged upon the 


Writer; let the Informer look to it: A good Tale. is 
not to be loſt for want of being true. 

Seriouſly, Sir, I wiſh, in the friendlieſt way, that you 
had retorted this Reflexion in a Style more courtly, 
and ſuitable to the high Dignity and Quality of the 
Lady. In the polite World, the fair Sex has always 


been privileged from Ill-language : Upon calm Re- 


collection, I am confident you will find this to be 
38 your 
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your own natural way of Thinking. But alas! how 
little are we Maſters of our ſelves, when Paſſion takes 
place! 
As to the poiſoning Part of the Story, it was "A 
ways my Opinion, and not ill · grounded neither, that 
the King haſten'd his Death by his own Quackery,: 
The laſt Year of his Life he had been much trou- 
bled with a fore Leg, which he endeavour'd to con- 
ceal, and truſted; too much to his own Drugs and 
Medicincs.. On a ſudden the Running ſtopt, and it 
was then he was ſeized with his Apoplexy: A com- 
mon Caſe, fatal the Moment thoſe fort of Sores dry 
up. There being ſo natural a way of accounting for 
his Death, to what Purpoſe then all theſe forc'd Spe- 
culations from ſtrained Circumſtances? No one but 
che next Heir could have any Intereſt in it, and he 
never was ſo. much as accuſed or luſpeFted. The 
Biſhop himſelf generouſly acquits him. 
That you are furniſhed with Materials to load the 
Duke of ds Character, beyond any thing the 
Biſhop has ſaid of him, may very well be true; Lud. 
bow I Toland may be great Helps to you; but that 
you forbear in reſpect to his being my Relation 1 
acknowledge it as a civil Compliment: Thus, as you 
declare the. Biſhop | of. Salishury to have been your 
Friend, a Tye ſtronger. than Kindred, I have ob- 
ſerved the ſame Meaſures, as far as the Nature of his 
Reflexions would allow, not being willing, to be out- 
done in Civility. But 1 could rather wiſh you would 
agree 


. 
agree with me to expreſs that Forbearance , for the 
fake of Truth. Yon know very well, that no 
Man's Character in Life has been more expoſed 
than the Biſhop's; but to make good an Argument 
by Collections from Slander, is as diſhonourable as to 
aſe envenom'd Weapons in Combat. It is not from 
the invidious Invectives and Scurrilities of profeſſed 
Enemies, that we are to ſeek for Truth, any more 
than from the obſequious Adulations of profeſſed Flat- 
terers and Sycophants. I equally renounce both. 

I have faid nothing of General Monk, but what is 
grounded upon inconteſtable Facts: A Man muſt be 
very much prejudiced indeed, who argues againſt 
Demonſtration. - 

That Bowrdeaux the French Ambaſſador ſaid he was 
no accompliſh'd Courtier, I agree to be true, eſpe- 
cially in the French way of Accompliſhments; he 
could neither Sing nor Dance, play upon the Flute 
or Fiddle: He was a plain downright Engliſbman, a 
rough Soldier bred in Camps, unskill'd and deteſting 
the little ſupple ſervile Arts practis'd in Courts. I a- 
gree likewiſe with Mr. Locke and Mr. Whihck, that 
he was not a Man of what is commonly underſtood 
by Quick Parts: But if he was ſlow in confidering, 
he was ſure in executing : Solidity of Judgment, in- 
defatigable Induſtry, and intrepid Conrage, were the 
Qualities beſt adapted for the Work he was to per- 
form. Your Men of Quick Parts, as they are called, 
are not always the ſureſt in Buſineſs at leaſt different 


Employments 
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Employments require different Talents. I am not ſo 
partial as to diſpute this Point, but readily give him 
up as neither a dexterous Courtier, nor a ſparkling 
Genius. 

But I can by no means agree to your Logick, that 
this Conceſſion would be any Proof or Corroboration 
of what the Biſhop has alledged of his becoming uſe- 
leſs and inconſiderable after the Reſtoration. 

That he was imploy'd after the Reſtoration in the 
moſt important Truſts, Civil and Military, to the 
Day of his Death, was it not Fact? That he fought 
ſo many Battles, and obtained ſo many Victories af- 
ter the Reſtoration, was it not Fact? That he was 
charged with the Care of the City of London in the 
time of its greateſt Calamities by Plague and Fire, 
was it not Fact? When the Exchequer was low, and 
Credit ſinking, was he net placed at the Head of the 
Treaſury, to reform and retrieve it, till the Earl of 
Southampton was made ſole uf ; and then upon 
the Death of that noble Lord, charged with it again 
to his Dying-day, was it not Fact? And was there 
ever any Complaint of Negle& or Profuſion in his 
| Exerciſe of that Truſt? On the contrary, was not 
too exact an Oeconomy, and too cloſe a Management 
of the publick Money laid to his Charge? Is not 
this true? In all nice Emergencies of State, Civil 
or Military, by Sea or Land, was he not the Perſon 
conſtantly reſorted to, to repel Invaſions from abroad, 
and appeale Diſturbances at home: Is not this true? 


Is 
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Is there any Preſident or Example in Hiſtory of a 
private Perſon rendering ſuch ſignal 3 to his 
Prince and Country, ſo little elated, ſo free from 
Pride, Preſumption, Arrogance, and Oſtentation? 
This I take to be the moſt conſiderable Part of his 
Character, unleſs intriguing ambitious turbulent 
Spirits are only to be accounted conſiderable. Even 
after his Death, in grateful Reſpect to his Me- 
mory, were not his Funeral Obſequies ſolemnized at 
the publick Charge, with ſuch Pomp and Magnifi- 
cence as has ever ſince been a Pattern for Royal In- 
terments? Were not theſe Facts? 

Dear Sir, where is that Logick that can recon- 
cile this, and a great deal more that might be ſaid, 
to Uſeleſs and Inconſiderable? I ſhall conclude this 
Head with a Saying of Mr. Secretary Nicholas, who 
is allowed by the Biſhop to have been a Man of Pro- 
bity and Virtue, however diſqualified by his Lord- 
ſhip for a Stateſman; © That the Duke of Albe- 
e marle, independent of his Merit in the Re- 
e floration, by his indefatigable Induſtry and, Ser- 
« vices afterwards, merited more than a Prince 
<«.conld do for him.” Was this being uſeleſs and 
inconſiderable? Believe me, Sir, Prejudice, when 
it appears inveterate, like Flattery, when it is 
fulſome, deſtroys its own Credit; to perſiſt in 
maintaining an Argument againſt Demonſtration 
and inconteſtable Facts in any one Caſe, is ſuffi- 

| - cient 
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cient to bring in Neale the very Newa of all 
others. 

It appears that: whe 5 . the Biſhop' 85 
Mr your owt Indignation ſo much,; was reſto- 
ting the King without Conditions or Linditations: 
Hine le Lacrymæ As if we owed our preſent 
Happineſs and Security to nothing but thoſe Con- 
ditions and Limitations which have been fince pro- 
vided. Allow - fomethiing, if you pleaſe, to the 
Virtue of the King: A powerful Prince, with am- 
bitious lnclinations, might break thro' thoſe Nn 
as well as through any other Laws. | 

Mr. Areh-Deacon#charg, I perceive, is not quite 
ſo much out of Favour, but, to ferve an Occa- 

fion, yon can even have tecourfe to Citations from 
him: To refer to that reverend Perſon's Autho- 
rity, after having {6 unmercifully decry'd it, is like 
calling fot Help from a Man whoſe Brains you had 
beat out before. 

That Opinions were divided, whicher to- treat 
with the King, or intirely to confide in him, is 
acknowledged, but that it was carried in the moſt 
generous way by the Dexterity and Management of 
the General, is as true. The King has owned it, 
and declared it over and over under his own. Hand: 
Is that an Authority to be diſputed? Tis hard you 
will not allow him to know beſt to whom he was 
moſt obliged. 


wie 
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| But, good God! you cry out, „ What a world 
« of Miſeries was this poor Nation involved in, 
« by his ſo Reſtoring him! It makes one tremble 
© to look back, &c.” Such, it ſeems, was the Caſe, 
if it was the General's Act: But if it was the Act 
of the Presbyterians, as you endeavour to prove af- 
terwards, pray, Sir, what was it then? 

And here give me leave to lament your Unhap- 
pineſs in vexing your ſelf always with  contempla- 
ting the worſt Side of the Proſpect. When we 
are Maſters of two different Views; one, of de- 
lightful Vales, enamell'd Fields, gentle Streams , 
and flowery Borders; the other, of ſteep Rocks, 
frightful Precipices, dark, Sloop, ſullen Shades, 
and diſmal Ruines: A Man muſt be very ſplene- 
tick indeed, who fixes his Attention on the unplea- 
ſane Part, and turns his Back upon the pleaſing 
one. 

You can ſee, or at leaſt you will ſee, nothing 
in the Reſtoration of King Charles the Second, but 
the Diſturbances at the latter end of his Reign, 
when, by the Envy, Ambition, Hatred and Preju- 
dice of private Perſons contending for Power, Far- 
ties were inflamed to that height, that as each 
could get uppermoſt they made the cruelleſt Re- 
priſals upon one another, and forced a generous 
Prince, againſt his Nature, into Acts of Power 
which he would fain have avoided, if he could 


E either 


* 
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either have -perſuaded or commanded more Mode- 
ration, The fatal Conſequences of this Spirit of 


Faction, which involved the Publick in ſuch Diffi- 


culties and Diſorders, ſeem to be the Scene that 


Preſents it ſelf only to your Imagination, and terri- 


fies you with ſuch frightful Ideas: Now I, who, 
I thank God, am not of fo ſplenetick a Conſti- 
tution, caſt my Eye to the other Side of the 


Proſſ pect. 


I behold a King, with a guilty Nation proſtrate 
at his Feet, railing his Enemies from the Ground, 


raking them by the Hand as if they had never 
offended: Raye hypocritical Zeal - and Grimace , 
turn'd, as by Inchantment, all at once into Good- 
humour and open-hearted Chearfulneſs: Majeſty 


and Splendor in the Court, Decency and Diſcipline 


in the Church, Dignity and Condeſcenſion in the 
Nobility, Plenty and Hoſpitality in the Country, 


Opulence in the City, Good- nature and Good- 


manners amongſt all Ranks and Conditions of Men: 


Trade flouriſhing, Navigation extended, Manufac- 
tures improved, Arts and Sciences encouraged, Wit 
abounding, the Muſes reſtored, the Gown reſpected; 
and above all, Liberty, Sir, Liberty ſecured to Per- 
petuity, by that great Bulwark the Habeas Corpus 
Act. This, Sir, is the Scene which preſents it ſelf 
to me, and 1 lock back with Pleaſure upon. it. 


Princes 
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Princes may be driven ſometimes, by extraordi- 
nary unforeſeen Events, to irregular Acts of Power, 

tho' not ſtrictly juſtifiable, unavoidable : The gen- _— 
tleſt River, by ſome accidental Swell of its Waters, - | 
may overflow the Banks, but naturally returns back 
into its proper Channel: But Party-Rage is like 
an Irruption of the Sea, that drowns and confounds 
all before it, not to be withſtood or control'd by 
Bank or Dam. 

I have now told you, very naturally, the Dif- 
ference of your way and mine of chooſing Objects, 
in which I think I have the better, as much as 
the Laughing Philoſopher had of the Weeping 
one. - But after all, if looking back upon paſt 
Times gives your Mind ſuch Uneaſineſs, and puts 
your Body into ſuch Agitations of Trembling, look 
forward, Sir, enjoy the preſent Bleflings of an auſ- 
picious Reign, and let our dead Monarchs reſt quiet 

and undiſturbed in their Tombs. | 
You are offended at my Application of the Word 

Rebel, and at my Lord Clarendon's intitling his 
Book, The Hiſtory of the Great Rebellion: Pray, 
Sir, what other Appellation has the Law provided 
for any Body of Men in Arms againſt their Sove- 
reign, by whatever Name they may ſtyle or di- 
ſtinguiſh themſelves? Be pleaſed to turn to your 
Common Prayer Book, you will find, A Form of 
Prayer with Thankſgzomg to Almighty God, for ha- 

ving 
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ving put an end to the Great Rebellion: You will 
| likewiſe find, in one of the very Prayers addreſs'd 
to Almighty God --— *© We yield thee praiſe and 
cc thanks for the wonderful Deliverance of theſe three 
© Kingdoms from the Great Rebellion, and all the 
«© miſeries and oppreſſions conſequent thereupon, un- 
det which they had fo long groaned, c. 
This is an annual Solemnity, appointed by Act 
of Parliament to be for ever kept holy, in which 
your ſelf, Sir, and every good Subject is obliged 
to join, not only in Obſervance of an Ordinance 
of the Church, but in e to an Act of the 
Legiſlature. 


Now to come to $ir RICRBARA SD. 


Vou are pleaſed to diſpute the Circamſtances in 
a Fact of too little Moment indeed to have been 
animadverted upon. with ſo much Refinement: 
The Fact you acknowledge, but the Circumſtances 
are queſtion'd from an Article in Mr. I hitlocbs 
Memorials, which you likewiſe are pleaſed to inter- 
pret in your own way. It is no great Matter, I 
think, at what Age the Gentleman was hanged, 
but hanged he was, and that was the Provocation 
for the Retaliations that follow'd: I have ſaid he 
was a young Man; you will have it that he was in 
Years; I was told by . Perſons who knew him, 
| That 
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That he was a young Man; and Mr. Yhihck 
ſays neither the one nor the other: But you fay 
it muſt be fo, beeauſe a Man muſt be in Years to 
be in a Plot; and Mr. Whithck fays he was per- 
ſuaded into a Plot, and executed for that: Now, 
Sir, in my humble Opinion, the younger he was, 
the more likely to be drawn in; Mr. Whihcks 
Words are, He was perſuaded mo a Plot, which 
in plain Eng. ſh Fenifie drawn in, and put to 
Death for it. When a Man is marked for De- 
ſeruction, there is nothing ſo caſy as to find a 
Handle; and this was an Action of that kind, as 
required to be coloured over with ſome ſpecious 
Pretence: It was neceffary to affign ſome Crime, 
true or falſe, You will likewiſe needs have it, by 
the fame Strength of Imagination, that he was a 
Spy, and a Spy of the worſt fort, if he was a Pri- 
ſoner. Now, Sir, I muſt tell you, that being a 
Spy is by no means the Office of a Gentleman, and 
it is very unlikely Sir Richard ſhould employ a 
Gentleman of his own Name, young or old, in 
the moſt ignominious of all Services. Neither does 
Whithck charge any thing like it. His being a 
Priſoner, unleſs upon Parole of Honour, laid him 
under no Obligation not to uſe all Means that might 
offer for his Liberty, and if he conld have obtained 
it by the Surpriſe of the Garriſon where he was con- 


fined, all the World would have allowed it fair, and 
a Galant Action. In 
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In ſhort, I gave the Story with all its Circum- 
88 as I had it, not from Family Memoirs, 
but from indifferent Perſons of that Country, living 
at the ſame time. And here, Sir, give me leave 
to obſerve to you, that this way of Affirming, 
and then Adding -—— Whitlock ſays it, Locke ſays it, 
Rapin ſays it, &c. can never be allowed a ſure way 
of deciding, till ſuch a thing can be found as an 
infallible Man. Beſides, as I have already obſerved 
upon my Lord Clarendon, the greater the Authority, 
the more dangerous the Miſtake: Neither is it to 
be taken for granted, that every thing which comes 
from a Friend ſhould be true, any more than that 
every thing which comes from an Enemy ſhould be 
falſe. | 

At the ſame time that you report the Story of Sir 
Richard's outwitting the Parliamentarians, - with ſome 
additional Circumſtances 'of your own, not material 
enough to be taken notice of, you ſhould have done 
me the juſtice to have allowed, that I diſapproved of 
it in the following Words: © I ſhall not pretend to 
<« juſtify this laſt Action, not being a Friend to any 
ce thing which looks like Deceit.” ---- But what pro- 
yok'd you, it ſeems, was the Expreſſion of à Pack of 
Knaves ---- which, by an extraordinary Strain of So- 
phiſtry, you would draw me in to mean twenty ho- 
nourable Perſons, of whom you give a Liſt, whoſe 
Memories are to be reſpected, and the more, becauſe 


they 
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they lived to ſeparate themſelves from the Pack of 
Knaves, to be aſham'd of their Company, and to 
make ample Reparation for having kept it ſo long. 

This very Separation proves that there was a Pack of 
Knaves, whom theſe Men of Honour and true Pa- 
triots diſowned and abandoned, as ſoon as they found 
them out. The Malice of this Reflexion turns upon 
your ſelf, you have apply'd it where I never meant 
it: It never enter'd into my Thoughts. 

With much more Reaſon might you be queſtion'd, 
who ſtigmatize the Royal Party one and all, with 
no better Names than Promoters of Tyranny, Be- 
trayers of Liberty, and  Traitors to their Country. 
Who were theſe Traitors? Why, all the Princes of 
the Blood, and, with' ſome few Exceptions, the whole 
Body of the Nobility, Clergy, and Gentry of the 
Kingdom. Too large a Liſt to admit of Particu- 
lars: The noble Families, whoſe Anceſtors you thus 
traduce, are moſt of them till in being. 

The Diviſions of the Civil and Military Councils 
in the Jeff, you paſs over as nothing to the pur- 
poſe. If our Councils, you ſay, had been as united 
as the Pope's and the French King's, we mult either 
have ſubmitted, or been beaten into the Sea: To this 
Rant no other Reply can be given, but, like- an old 
ſtanch Corniſhman, to tell you, that we who had be- 
fore beaten two of your Generals into the Sea, might 
as well have beaten a Third. 2.4. 

bs "MM The 
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The Diſcontents ands Deſertions of the Weſtern 
Men, and their Submiſſion to Farrfax at the laſt Pe- 
riod of the War, is what I have owned, and account- 
ed for: They happened not till Sir Richard Gran- 
. ville's Diſgrace; and that, Sir, is the true State of 

the Cale. 

Vaoou except againſt my being too general in my 

' Expreſſion of Royaliſts in Cornwal : There were ſome, 
vou ſay, who were not: If there were, I hope it 
will give no Offence to forget it: I would have 
every thing forgotten that could bring to mind the 
Memory of any Diſunion, where I wiſh Peace, 
Amity, and good Neighbonrhood to reign for ever, 
without Interruption. The King himſelf made no 
Diſtinction, as may be read at this Day within the 
Walls of almoſt all the Churches and Chapels in 
the County, from a Letter writ with his Majeſty's 
own Hand, and addreſs'd to the whole County with». 
out Exception. It is ſo ſtrong a Teſtimony of the 
Heroick Virtue of that galant Body of Men, and 
of the Univerſality of their Loyalty, that I will 955 
you the trouble of reading it. 


CHARLES REX. 


* R 7 po are 60 bighly feaſible of the nt x 
ary. Merits. of our County of Cormwel, 

cc of their Zeal — the Defence of Our Perſon, and 
, Ti 60 the 


3 
the juſt Rights of our Crown, in a Time when 
we oak contribute ſo little to our own Defence, 


or to their Aſſiſtance: In a Time when not only 


-no Reward appeared, but great and probable Dan- 


gers were threaten'd to Obedience and Loyalty; 
of their great and eminent Courage and Pa- 
tience, in their. indefatigable Proſecution of their 
great Work againſt ſo potent an Enemy, back'd 
with fo ſtrong, rich, and populous Cities, and ſo 
plentifully furniſh'd with Men, Arms; Money, 
Ammunition, and Proviſions of all kinds: And 
of the wonderful Succeſs with which it has pleaſed 


Almighty God (tho' with the Loſs of dome emi- 


nent Perſons who ſhall never be forgotten by: us, 
to reward their Loyalty and Patience) to proſper 
their Arms by many and ſtrange Victories ovet 
their and our Enemies, in deſpite of all Human 
Probabilities, and all imaginable Diſadvantages. 
That as we cannot be forgetful of fo great De- 
ſerts, ſo we cannot but deſire to publiſh to all 
the World, and to perpetuate to all Time the 
Memory of their Merits, and of our Acceptance 
of the ſame; and to that end we do hereby ren- 
der our Royal Thanks to that our County in 


© the moſt publick and laſting manner we can de- 


viſe, commanding Copies hereof to be printed 
and publiſh'd, and one of them to be read in 


every Church and Chapel therein, and to be 


. D 2 kept 
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te kept for. ever as a Record in the fame: That 
« as long as the Hiſtory of theſe Times and of 
© this Nation ſhall continue, the Memory of how 
* much that County has merited from Us and Our 
« Crown, may be derived with it to Poſterity.” 


Groen at Our Camp at Sudly-Caſtle, the 10th 
Day of September, 1643. 


From this Letter alone, ſo full of Royal Ac- 


knowledgments, you may judge a little better what 
thoſe couragions Corniſh Men were capable of per- 


forming, and that it would not have been ſo eaſy 
a matter to beat them into the Sea. 

But how unnatural it looks, ſay you, to hear Peo- 
ple talk of Principles of Honour, when they are in 
Arms againſt the Intereſt and Liberty of their 
Country, and indeed of untainted Loyalty, when 
they are doing what they can to deſtroy the Conſti- 
tution, Sc. Theſe are your Words. 

ls it not much more unnatural to ſuppoſe that the 
Perſons of higheſt Birth, poſſeſt of the firſt Digni- 
ties, the greateſt latereſt; the ampleſt Poſſeſſions, and 
the largeſt Property in their Country, ſhould renounce 
Liberty to become Slaves, Abettors of Tyranny, Pro- 


moters of lawleſs Power, to their own Deſtruction, 
and the Ruine of their Families? Would not the 


Rich and the Great, by whom Tyrants could get 
ee 
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moſt, and of whom they muſt naturally be moſt 
jealous, be the firſt Sacrifice? Has not the firſt Step 
to Tyranny been always to begin with thoſe who are 
ableſt to reſiſt it? Can any thing be ſo abſurd and 
unnatural as ſuch a Suppoſition? When the Houſe 
is burned down, the Maſter, ſure, is the laſt to be 
ſuſpected of ſetting it on fire! 

I would fain perſuade you, Sir, to have ſofter 
Thoughts of ſo many noble Perſons as died for the 
King, they certainly believed at the ſame time that 
they died for en, and the Intereſt of their 
Country. | 

Liberty, in its Beauty, not deformed by Licen- 
tiouſneſs; true Liberty; Liberty conſiſtent with De- 
corum, G Diſcipline, and good Government: 
This is the Liberty which real Patriots contend for; 
this is the Liberty our Anceſtors fought for; this was 
the Liberty that fell with the King. . 

The Event proved it: For what ſucceeded but ſa- 
vage Liberty, the Liberty of Beaſts, not Men? Con- 
fuſion, Anarchy, Envy, Hatred, Malice, Pride, 
Slander, Hypocriſy, Atheiſm, Murder, horrid Mur- 
der! the Murder of a King. The very Be- 
ing of a. God brought in queſtion, and the divine 
Attributes bf his Son diſputed :- More Plagues than 
were Contained in Pandora's Box let looſe all at 
once; nor is the Air yet cleared of the Infec- 
tion. Is not this true? Was it not Fact? So 
| true 


1 
true, that the Presbyteriaus themſelves were invobred 
in the Ruine, and could find no way out of it but 
by returning back to that RES Power they. had 
before deſtroyed. © 

Excuſe me then, ' Sir, if I can n6 more allow * 
King's Friends to have been Traitors to their Coun- 
try, than you can allow his Subjects in Arms __ 
him, to have been Rebels. 

As nothing is ſo diſingenuous as to have recourſe 
to Sophiſtry and Logical Evaſions, to avoid the Shame 
of confeſſing an Error, I ſhall make uſe of no ſuch 
Art to defend my ſelf againſt a Miſtake into which 
I was led by the Date of the Publication of the Bi- 
- ſhop's Hiſtory: D'Eftrade's Letters appear'd ſeveral 

Years before the Publication, but not till after the 
Biſhop's Death ; ſo that there is room for Excuſe, as 
far as it tends to clear my Lord Clarendan, the plain 
Conviction not appearing till afterwards : But in find- 
ing Excuſes for that noble Lord, where was the Ne 
ceſſity of charging an innocent Man? If his Preju- 
dice to the Duke of Albemarle had not tranſported 
him to that, I ſhould have been filent : - My Defign 
not being to inquire into _ but to clear Inno- 
cence. 

Where there is the leaſt room for Excufe, I am al- 
- ways for allowing it: But granting that Indulgencein 

the Caſe of the Sale of Dunlirt, the Biſhop ſtill con- 
tinues involv'd in the Reflexion of Wilful Error in 
| the © 


— 


. 
the Caſe of the Portugal Match ; that was a Pole 
of Hiſtory cleared up long before: : You your ſelf, 
Sir, have enforced my Evidence upon that Head, by. 
a Paſſag e from A. Wood, wherein it is faid, that 
the Ea of Briſtol being charged with negotia- 
ting a Match with the Princeſs of Parma, the Earl 
of Clarendon broke all his. Meaſures by con- 


triving the Match with Katharine the Tofanta of Por- | 


tugal. A 
And here I cannot but obſerve, that Rapin, who 


wrote after them all, is by far the moſt guilty, for 
inſtead of clearing tha Truth, which he could not 


/ 


but be fully enlightned to do, he contents himſelf” 


only with tranſlating, almoſt verbatim, 'Echard's Ac- 
count, which you own to have been a ridiculous one, 
and reports it after him, not doubtfully, but affirma- 
tively. His Word, it — is not to be taken for 
every Paſſage he relates, nor are we bound to. im- 
plicit Belief; becauſe ---- Rapin ſays it. 

And now, Sir, it is high time to ſhake Hands and 
be Friends. I have the Pleaſure to find you allow in 


the whole, that I have made good my Charge upon 


my Lord Clarendon and Mr. Archdeacon, in thoſe 
Inſtances which I undertook to prove: But you tri- 
umph too much: Believe me, Sir, you are too 
extreme in your Remarks and Defiances: : The 
noble Hiſtorian being found guilty "of ſome paſ- 
ſionate Miſrepreſentations will by no means ex- 
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